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It is with a heavy heart that we share the sad news that Dr. Jon Wolff passed away following
a journey with esophageal cancer. Jon founded Genetic Support Foundation (GSF) in 2012
and served as president and chairman of the board since that time. Recognizing a growing
role of genetics in healthcare, Jon led the nonprofit’s mission in providing information,
counseling and support to people regarding genetics and their health.
Jon led an incredible life and on April 17, 2020, was also blessed with a beautiful end of life;
with his family by his side and love coming through the miles from his vast circle of friends.
Jon was a brilliant person, and he shared his knowledge as a mentor to many. He was an
accomplished physician-scientist, philanthropist, and adventurer. He will be remembered
for so many reasons including his dry wit, infectious grin, his zest for life, his integrity, and
his remarkable devotion to his family and close friends. His caring spirit and love of learning
was contagious. He was passionate about many things and seemed to always be delving into
a new topic or activity, whether it was related to medical genetics, quantum physics,
philosophy, art or nature.
Jon’s limitless curiosity and imagination is evident by his remarkable career. He received his
undergraduate education in chemistry as a College Scholar at Cornell University in Ithaca,
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NY, and received his M.D. from The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. He received his
clinical training at the University of California-San Diego in Pediatrics and Medical
Genetics. While in San Diego, he was also a post-doctoral fellow at the Agouron Institute,
where he developed molecular dynamic computer simulations to aid rational drug design. In
1988, he became an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison School of Medicine and eventually achieved full professorship. He
then went on to head the division of genetics and metabolism in Pediatrics for many years.
He actively practiced as a metabolic geneticist until 2008 and thereafter remained on as
Adjunct Professor, maintaining involvement in the genetic counseling education there.
As a physician-scientist, he published several clinical studies describing diagnostic and
therapeutic advances that have become the standard-of-care for several genetic disorders.
He has also served as Advisor on the State of Wisconsin’s Newborn Screening Program,
which has spearheaded innovative programs for detecting metabolic disorders and cystic
fibrosis in newborns.
Jon was one of the pioneers in the early stages of gene therapy back in the 1980s, playing
an important role in developing gene therapy for liver and brain disorders. Subsequently, he
has played a leading role in the development of techniques to transfer genes and nucleic
acids into cells using physical and chemical methods. Internationally known, Jon had over
150 scientific publications and 80 patents. He served on the NIH-RAC, as a board member
of the American Society of Gene Therapy (ASGT), on the editorial board of several
gene/siRNA therapy journals, and as a scientific advisor to the French Muscular Dystrophy
Association (AFM).
In 1995, he and his colleagues founded Mirus Bio Corporation. At Mirus he led a team that
developed dynamic polyconjugates (DPCs), a new type of nanotechnology for transferring
siRNA into cells of the body. The therapeutics division of Mirus Bio was acquired by Roche
to form Roche Madison in October 2008, and this division was subsequently acquired by
Arrowhead Research Corporation.
In 2012, when Jon founded GSF, it was because he recognized the gap in translating genetic
information and understanding to patients, the lack of support for under-served populations,
and a need to model ethical genetic counseling practices. His unwavering dedication has
come to fruition in many ways through GSF’s work, including gaining 501(c)(3) nonprofit
status in 2014.
In 2015, GSF released a comprehensive educational website, one that is informative and
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free from any bias or industry marketing to sell genetic tests. Also, in 2015, GSF released an
independently produced video about noninvasive prenatal screening, and through
partnerships with others, GSF has expanded its video library to include several educational
videos, available in three languages. The following year, GSF extended its genetic
counseling staff to be able to provide genetic counseling services through partnerships with
many clinics and through telehealth throughout the country. In 2018, Jon published an
important commentary on the commercialization of genetic testing and the future of the
genetic counseling profession. In the last two years, GSF has continued to partner with a
variety of clinics, healthcare organizations, and to offer financial assistance to those who
need it most.
Much of this work was inspired not only by Jon’s passion and foresight, but also in the
framework of the foundation’s logo, which was also Jon’s invention. First sketched by Jon on
a piece of paper at a coffee shop meeting with founding Executive Director, Heidi Lindh in
2013, the logo elements represent genetics, decision-making, and the people GSF cares
for.
In a recent exchange between Heidi and current Executive Director, Katie Stoll, the two
reminisced about a quote that inspired Jon in the beginning stages of founding GSF: “To
accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only plan, but also
believe.” -Anatole France
This inspirational quote serves us all at GSF as we move toward a future without Jon’s
physical presence, and the following words from Jon himself will serve as a sounding board
as we continue to grow in unique and innovative ways.
The vision for GSF in Jon’s words: “Provide unbiased, expert and compassionate care for
patients. Be innovative. Be supportive of genetic counselors.”
Jon has been the heart and soul of this organization and his legacy will be carried forward
through our work with his vision leading the way.
-From all of us at GSF
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